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 CITY OF MUSKEGON 
MUSKEGON HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING MINUTES 
04/01/10 
5:30PM 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Randy Mackie, Ed Simmons, Chris Carter, Nick Kroes 
                                Jon Rolewicz  
 
ABSENT:            Kirk Kolberg 
 
EXCUSED:  Greg Borgman 
  
STAFF: Carmen Smith, Henry Faltinowski, Jim Hoppus, Don LaBrenz 
 
GUESTS: Terees Williams(1584 5th), Perry Dennie(407 Marquette) 
 
Meeting minutes: A motion was made by Randy Mackie and seconded by Chris Carter to 
approve the March 2010 minutes.  
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
 
AYES:   NAYES: EXCUSED:      ABSENT:     ABSTENTION: 

Greg Borgman 
Randy Mackie          
Jon Rolewicz 
Nick Kroes 
Chris Carter      
Ed Simmons      

Kirk Kolberg 
 
Motion carried. 
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DANGEROUS BUILDING REVIEW CASES 
 
EN-090047-1584 FIFTH – TEREES WILLIAMS, 288 E. ISABELLA AVE, MUSKEGON, MI 
49442 
 
Mrs. Terees Williams was present to represent property. 
 
Don LaBrenz stated repairs were due to be completed today and clearly is not.  No electrical 
permits have been issued, no contact with a plumber and no final inspections scheduled. Jon 
Rolewicz asked Mrs. Williams had she been in contact with staff.  Mrs Williams responded she 
had several times and noted in January she had Belasco, electrical contractor come to 
examine home and afterwards went to Inspections Department and attempted to pull permit 
but not allowed because he was told more work needed be done.  She said she contacted 
Inspections via email and asked if the items on the list was what needed to be done which she 
was told yes and she proceeded to give copy to Belasco whom she said did a second 
inspection on the home and came to same conclusion of work that needed to be done based 
on his physical inspection. She said that Ken Murar who did the original inspection saw wires 
disconnected apparently someone had tried stealing electricity when home was vacant and 
Ken decided to write structure to be rewired to code. Mrs. Williams stated once wires were re-
connected that everything worked verified by Belasco and Tony’s Electric.  She said Belasco 
gave her another estimate equal to $7000 which she requested an itemized quote.  She said 
she had no further contact with Belasco.   She then had Tony’s come to get permit and she 
said he also was denied permit because scope of work was more.  She then contacted Don 
LaBrenz about getting another inspection and was told it was simple that property needed to 
be re-wired.  Mrs. Williams said she wanted assistance if she can’t get someone to pull or 
allowed to pull permit.  Don Labrenz said he spoke with Ken Murar and that he felt the wiring 
was in poor enough condition that the structure should be re-wired.  Mr. Labrenz stated that 
Mr. Belasco was never denied permit but was told the scope of work required and a copy of 
inspection report given to him and there was no further contact with Mr. Belasco.  As for Tony 
Mosley, DBA Tony’s Electric did come to apply but was not denied but withdrew his application 
on his own after seeing copy of inspection report.  Mr. LaBrenz said both contractors are well 
aware what re-wire home means.  Jon Rolewicz stated that when house electrical system gets 
into a certain point and wires hanging out and if remainder of wires are old enough or been tied 
into many times you can’t just take wires and put them back into the box so inspectors are 
usually right requiring that the structure be re-wired.  Mr. Rolewicz asked about other items on 
list.  Mrs. William stated most items are done.  There was discussion on mechanical 
certifications and plumbing.  Mrs. Williams stated her confusion and would like another 
inspection so she’s not being taken for granted.  Chris Carter asked if another inspection could 
be conducted so everybody is on same page.  Don Labrenz stated he could do inspection but 
said the report was very clear.  Don Labrenz stated that neither contractor had been given the 
violation list to give proper estimate.  Chris Carter stated if there is misunderstanding best way 
is sit down and everyone go thru it together to make sure everything is clear.  Nick Kroes said 
the board has always encouraged owners to keep in touch with staff and it bothers him to hear 
that someone tried to communicate and told it’s on report you don’t need any further 
clarification.  Don LaBrenz stated he talked with Mrs. Williams and spoke at length what was 
expected.  Nick Kroes asked about rest of list what items were left to be completed.  Mrs. 
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Williams went down list indicating what had been done.  Jon Rolewicz stated item #16 
engineer design for basement repair had not been received yet.  Don Labrenz asked about 
plumbing contractor.  Henry Faltinowski stated what was needed regarding engineer to fix 
basement wall. Nick Kroes asked what is the timing since it’s been a year since case started.  
Mrs. Williams said it’s a huge project but should be done in couple of months since it’s costing 
her for it not to be done. Jim Hoppus cautioned that all plumbing and mechanical work done 
should be by licensed contractors. 
 
Chris Carter made motion that case be tabled for 90 days with full interior inspection re-
conducted to update records and have electrical permit issued within 30 days and motion was 
seconded by Nick Kroes. 
 
EN-100009 – 407 Marquette(Commercial) – Perry Dennie, 539 Bennett St., Muskegon, MI 
49442 
 
Mr. Dennie was present to represent property 
 
Mr. Dennie stated he had 2 quotes estimates on hand.  He stated the neighborhood 
subcommittee meeting was held on March 10th looking at grants to rehab building.  Initial 
purchase was to have building as a non profit food bank.  He stated interior inspection took 
place.  Mr. Dennie said he would like to get more estimates.  Jon Rolewicz said his concern is 
still the back wall.  Don Labrenz stated the east end of building doesn’t appear to be 
salvageable being exposed to the elements.  Henry Faltinowski asked what are the estimates 
so far.  Mr. Dennie stated one estimate was $1000 and the other $2475.  He said verbally he’s 
being told they could patch the wall but he thought it best to find out what it would cost to do 
the whole wall.  Mr. Dennie said project is bigger than jus the wall.  Don LaBrenz asked had 
access been gained to east wall.  Mr. Dennie said he would cut padlock off gate and have 
locksmith open door.  Don LaBrenz said the inspection took place on the west end of building.  
Mr. Dennie said when he purchased it was boarded so he left it that way.  Jon Rolewicz asked 
when estimates could be obtained for the wall which Mr. Dennie said he could get those next 
week.  Chris Carter asked if Mr. Dennie had any funds himself to repair the wall and Mr. 
Dennie answered no he didn’t have the funds.  He said originally the building was purchased 
to be put under a non-profit which his sister had in her name.  He said she died and the non-
profit has now been transferred into his name and the next step would be to put the building 
under the non profit and continue working with the sub-committee’s.  Jon Rolewicz 
summarized case saying structure has safety issues, boarded up, electrical issues, no decent 
estimate or dollar amount and no funds.  Mr. Dennie said when he purchased in 2008 the 
whole market changed as regards funding.  He said he’s working with subcommittees and 
plans are to obtain funding but at this time don’t know the total dollar amount.  Nick Kroes said 
his concern  is the eyesore to neighborhood and no solid plan being presented.  Chris Carter 
said he thinks the idea is admirable because it’s a entry point to Marquette area and would like 
to see corridor looking presentable but need to have the funds so work can start in the next 60 
days.  Ed Simmons said his concern is that he’s driven by building for the past 30 years and no 
improvement has been made and doesn’t see how things will change in 30 days. 
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Motion made by Nick to table case for 30 days with owner to provide solid plan with timeline 
and motion seconded by Chris Carter. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
 
AYES:   NAYES: EXCUSED:      ABSENT:     ABSTENTION:  

Greg Borgman 
Randy Mackie          
Jon Rolewicz 
Nick Kroes 
Chris Carter      

Ed Simmons      
Kirk Kolberg 

 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 6:10 PM 

 
 

CITY OF MUSKEGON 
 

AMERICAN DISABILITY ACT POLICY FOR ACCESS TO OPEN MEETINGS OF 
THE CITY COMMISSION AND ANY OF ITS COMMITTEES OR SUBCOMMITTEES. 

 
The City of Muskegon will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the 
meeting, upon twenty-four hours notice to the City of Muskegon.  Individuals with disabilities 
requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Muskegon by writing or calling the 
following. 
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Ann Becker, City Clerk 
933 Terrace Street 

Muskegon, MI 49443   
(231) 724-6705 or TDD (231) 724-6773 

 


